Anaesthesia for surgical occlusion of the basilar artery. A technique involving intra-operative awakening to allow neurological assessment.
A case is described of a giant fusiform aneurysm of the basilar artery which was treated successfully by proximal surgical occlusion of the artery. The anaesthetic management involved the intra-operative awakening of the patient in order to assess neurological function immediately after application of the clip. The difficulties involved in this type of surgery are discussed.